MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT BEETLEY & EAST BILNEY
VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 7 MARCH 2013 AT 7.30 P.M.
Present

Councillor A Leigh
Councillor M Rose
Councillor J Baldwin
Councillor J Mayhew
Councillor J O’Donovan
Councillor R Richmond

(Chair)

County councillor M Kiddle Morris
District Councillor R Duffield
4 members of the public.
In the part open to the public a parishioner who regularly walks around the parish complained
about the number of cans and bottles dropped on the verge along Elmham Road. She offered to
do a litter pick of the area as the cans had been there for about five years. George Hayes
thought that as a parish it should go and do a litter pick the Parish Council agreed to report the
matter to Breckland Council for it to arrange to clear the cans and to obtain litter picking kits from
Breckland Council. The Community Team at Breckland Council will also come and do a litter
pick if requested.
Mr. Atterwill, the Chairman of Swanton Morley Parish Council, raised the matter of the Kool Kats
pre and post school club at Beetley School. He stated that he was disappointed that this was not
on the agenda but it was explained to him that the agendas had been distributed prior to
receiving any request for financial assistance from the club. He stated that the Parish Council
could donate to the club using S137 and should support a valuable local facility. The Clerk on
receiving the request had taken advice from the Norfolk Association of Local Councils which had
advised him that the Parish Council can not donate to a business. Mr Atterwill said that was
wrong. The Chairman explained that the club is a business not a charity and no decision would
be taken at this meeting as the Councillors had not had the facts prior to the meeting.
1.

Apologies for absence.
Councillor Fox had sent his apologies as he had just had eye surgery and this was
accepted.

2.

Declarations of Pecuniary Interest.
Councillor Leigh declared a pecuniary interest under Appendix A in Agenda Item 12.3
being the wife of the Clerk, Councillor Richmond declared a pecuniary interest under
Appendix A in Agenda Items 7.4 and12.1 having submitted parcels of land into the Local
Development Framework and Minerals and Waste Consultation and Councillor Baldwin
declared an interest under Appendix B in agenda item 5.1 being a trustee of the Village Hall

3.

Minutes of the Previous Meeting.
Councillor Richmond proposed and Councillor Rose seconded the resolution that
the minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 7 February 2013 having been circulated be
approved. All were in favour and the minutes were duly signed by the Chairman.

4.

County and District Councillors Reports.
The County Councillor reported that the examination in public of the Minerals and Waste
Submission Document would be on 28 March. He also suggested that a “Son of Sam”
flashing sign which shows the actual speed of vehicles be purchased as a group of
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parishes under the Local Highway Improvement Scheme. This sign which is only allowed to
be sited in one place for a maximum of four weeks, although two weeks is better, could be
moved from parish to parish and then re-sited at the first location. It was agreed to pursue
this sign as the Clerk is also clerk to five other parishes and he will request that the other
parishes become involved.
Councillor Richmond raised the matter of grit bins on Oakland Drive and the County
Councillor informed him that he has requested that the Highways Engineer look again at
the matter.
The County Councillor with his District Councillor hat on explained that the Local
Development Framework has now to be revised to conform to the National Planning Policy
Framework. Therefore a Local Plan will be produced and work on this has just commenced.
It will have fewer documents but it will entail consulting with parishes again. If any parish
produces a neighbourhood plan then this will also be incorporated. The Community
Infrastructure Levy will be part of this document. The District Councillor stated that he was
worried that the extra costs to developers would mean that all that will be built will be little
boxes on small plots. The County Councillor stated that Breckland Council is aiming to
make sure that levy is sustainable otherwise no houses would be built.
The District Councillor reported on the Big Switch and Save Campaign for residents to sign
up to get the most economical energy. The notice had been placed in the Buzz and on all
notice boards. He stated that the hedges along Elmham Road from Green Lane to Holt
Road need trimming back and Norfolk County Council will be contacted.
5.

Refurbishment of the Village Hall Play Area.
5.1 Communication from the Village Hall Committee.
A reply had been received from The Village Hall Committee which had been circulated.
This stated that the Village Hall wishes to clear the area of asbestos prior to any play
equipment being installed and to have professional advice to ensure the area is suitable.
The letter also stated that the Village Hall Committee is concerned about security and
safety of any play equipment and as it can not guarantee future income it would be
irresponsible to take on the maintenance of any equipment in such a secluded area.
Councillor Rose felt that the letter meant that it was not interested. It was agreed to
circulate and agree a draft article for the Beetley Buzz explaining the situation and to
discuss any further action to be taken by the Parish Council at the next meeting.
5.2 Fields in Trust.
The Clerk reported that he had informed the Fields in Trust who the signatories would be
and had also replied to a request from Fields In Trust as to the position of the Village Hall
Committee. The Clerk had replied that he is not able to reply on behalf of the Village Hall
Committee and suggested it contacts the Secretary.
5.3 Report from the Village Hall Committee.
The Chairman stated that previously that when she was a member of the Village Hall
Committee she or Adam Luck or Councillor Richmond reported on the Village Hall. This
report was only an overview of the current situation and its future plans and it kept the
Parish Council up to date with matters and events. She felt it would be nice if this continued
to happen. She requested Councillor Baldwin to ask the Village Hall Committee if a short
report on the basics could be given at a Parish Council meeting.

6.

Matters to Report.
6.1 War Memorial.
The Clerk reported that he had contacted the Parochial Church Council who were still
awaiting quotations for the cleaning and resetting of the War Memorial.
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The Clerk also explained that the soldier killed in Afghanistan had never appeared on the
Electoral Role. Councillor Baldwin agreed to speak to Councillor Fox and Adam Luck about
the proposed plaque.
6.2 Annual Parish Meeting.
It was agreed to invite the same organisations as last year but also to invite the Scouts and
School.
7.

Planning.
7.1 Applications.
7.1.1 3PL/2013/0063/F-42 Beech Road-first floor extension to rear, first floor
extension over garage & flat roof extension to rear & ext. to extg. porch.
Councillor Richmond proposed and Councillor Leigh seconded the resolution that no
objection be raised. All were in favour.
7.2 Decisions.
The following decisions were noted.
7.2.1 3PL/2012/0894/F-Dawn Meadow Fakenham Road East Bilney-omission of
open fronted car shed from pp 3PL/2011/0374/F and erection of attached lean to
bin, log, trailer and car store ( retrospective). N/O
Permission
7.2.2 3PL/2012/1310/F- 21 Fakenham Road-proposed single storey rear
extension, relocation of existing conservatory and internal alterations to form an
en-suite shower room.
N/O
Permission
7.3 Enforcement.
The Clerk reported that Breckland Council had replied stating that no work had been
carried out that was not within the planning permission. The site is now being offered
as a building plot and the District Councillor confirmed that if the design was
changed a new planning application would have to be submitted. George Hayes stated
that, under the conditions of the planning permission, the applicant had to write and
request permission to fell the trees and he requested that the Clerk obtain copies of all
letters regarding the felling of trees. George Hayes also state that there is a building

plot
for sale opposite for which planning permission has been granted.
7.4 Local Plan.
The Clerk reported that all people who had put applications for land to be included for
development when the Local Development Framework was being evolved would be
asked if they wished to re-submit the sites for the Local Plan. The Parish Council
would also have the opportunity to request any changes to the settlement boundary.
8.

Beetley River Meadows.
8.1 Report.
Councillor Mayhew is to cut the tree that is across a path and will also look at any dead
branches that are a safety hazard. The Dog Warden is happy to have any items regarding
dog fouling or incidents with dogs direct to him. This will be placed in the Beetley Buzz so
that all parishioners have the contact numbers and email address.
8.2 Dog Bins.
Councillor Mayhew reported that two bins need moving, one near the play area and the
other at the beach. He will move these when the weather improves.

9.

Open Spaces.
9.1 Problems.
Councillor Richmond reported that Anne Cotty from Norfolk County Council had spoken to
him to thank the Parish Council for their assistance in the planting of replacement trees at
East Bilney. The Clerk had distributed the costings for East Bilney Town Lands which
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showed that the project has broken even over the course of the project. It was hoped that
more work could be done at the Town Lands during 2013. The trees for Beetley Common
had not been ordered yet as Horace Bloy has had to have an eye operation.
9.2 Crossing Rights.
Roosting Hills Trout Fishery have requested crossing rights for the 2013 season to stock
the lakes, use of the car park, pedestrian access and for maintenance. Vehicular access
across the Common as the landlord does not wish to have members cars parked around
the lakes.
Councillor Richmond proposed and Councillor Mayhew seconded the resolution that the
crossing rights be granted. All were in favour.
9.3 Repair to School Car Park.
The repairs are to be done during the Easter holidays. A problem has also arisen with the
fencing to the east of the playing field abutting the wood. This has been trampled down and
needs repair. The Clerk had spoken to the school and it is hoped that the Parish Council,
the School and the PTA would contribute to the repairs. Quotations are to be obtained for
the repair.
10. Highways and Transport.
10.1 Report on Highways Matters.
The potholes on Church Road East Bilney had been reported. The state of Peacock Lane
will be reported but as this is a common road it is unlikely that it will be repaired quickly.
The Clerk had met the Highways engineer to discuss the possibility of a trod along
Fakenham Road and the cost of this would be £60 per metre and it is 300 metres long. The
total cost would be £18000 and the cost to the parish would be £4500. It was agreed to
pursue the installation of a trod in the next financial year 2013/14. One problem that arose
when walking the road was the erosion of the verge on the west side of Fakenham Road
and part of this is caused by the overhanging tree and hedges on the woodland area
between 78 and 80 Fakenham Road. The Highways Department will be contacted to have
this cut back as the owner of the land is not known.
A parishioner had requested that the Parish Council purchase some “No Waiting Cones” for
the area between the junction with Fakenham Road and the horseshoe at the school on
Elmham Road. The Highways department will be contacted to see if permission can be
obtained. The Chairman will speak to the school regarding this to see who will place the
cones on the road.
10.2 Grit Bins.
The Clerk reported that he had contacted Norfolk County Council to request that it
reconsiders its decision not to allow a grit bin on Oakland Road as the road is on a hill and
turning is necessary from Ashley Road.
11. Correspondence received for circulation.
11.1
Police Crime reports
11.2
Norfolk Link February 2013
11.3
Clerks and Councils Direct March 2013
11.4
Parish matters Came& Company
12. Finance.
12.1 The budget sheets and financial information had been circulated and Councillor
O’Donovan proposed and Councillor Mayhew seconded the resolution that these be
approved. All were in favour.
12.2 Balances.
Councillor Richmond proposed and Councillor Rose seconded the resolution that the
balances and cheques for authorisation be approved. All were in favour.
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Balances
Bank of Ireland Treasurer’s Account
Balance at 31 12 12
Receipts- Interest-1.77
Breckland C/Car -87.58
cheques authorised 06 12 12-100.00
cheques authorised 07 02 13-167.55
Balance at 31 01 13
Float for Community Car co-ordinator
Balance at 31 01 13
Less unpresented cheques authorised 07 02 13
Balance at 07 02 13

19272.88
89.35
19362.23

Less

267.55
19094.68
200.00
19294.68
1521.51
17773.17

Amount available for Section 137 : 1139 x£6.80 = £7745.20
Spend to Date : £25.00
Cheques for authorisation:
381

B J Leigh

382
383

Abacus Copiers
C.G.M.

384
385
386
387

Mrs S Ludlow
HMRC
Norfolk County Council
A C Crisp

388

B J Leigh

Contract February-375.00
less PAYE-27.20
Monthly Contract
Grass Cutting-January &
February
Community Car-February
PAYE
CRB Checks
Hedge Cutting at East Bilney
Town Lands
Telephone April 2012-March
2013-48.00
Postage March 2012February 2013-30.16
Mileage May 2012-February
2013 141 miles @.45 per
mile=63.45

347.80
23.81
289.30
114.39
27.20
50.00
270.00
141.61

12.4 Grass Cutting.
The Clerk reported that he had obtained quotations for the grass cutting from CGM and
Norse but the third company had declined to quote as it could not meet the figures that the
Parish Council paid to CGM. The quotation from Norse was marginally cheaper that that of
CGM. The Chairman stated that she felt it was preferable to remain with CGM as it had
proved to be a company that was willing to assist and had done a good job with the cutting
over the past few years. Councillor Rose proposed and Councillor Richmond seconded the
resolution that the quotation from CGM be accepted in the sum of £88.20 per cut. All were
in favour.
13. Matters for the Next Meeting
13.1 Kool Kats
13.2 Cones on Elmham Road.
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14.

Date of the next Parish Council Meeting.
This was confirmed as Thursday 4 April 2013 to follow the Annual Parish meeting which
will commence at 7.00p.m. to be held at Beetley and East Bilney Village Hall.

15. Resolution under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 to exclude
members of the public and press in view of the confidential nature of the business
about to be conducted.
It was agreed unanimously to exclude all members of the public from the meeting.
12.3 Clerks Contract.
This item was deferred until the last item to allow members of the public to be excluded.
Councillor Leigh withdrew from the meeting.
Councillor Rose assumed the Chair.
The Clerk requested a raise in his Spinal Column Point as he had been on the same point
since he had been appointed.
The Clerk withdrew from the meeting.
It was agreed that the Clerk’s Contract for 2013/14 be SCP 20 @£9.591 per hour for 40
hours per month +£200 for the use of home as office and other tasks undertaken in
addition to the normal working of the parish.
Councillor Leigh and the Clerk rejoined the meeting.
Councillor Leigh resumed the Chair.
16.

Date of the next Parish Council Meeting.
This was confirmed as Thursday 4 April 2013 to follow the Annual Parish Meeting which
will commence at 7.00p.m. to be held at Beetley and East Bilney Village Hall.

The meeting closed at 2235 hours.
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